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(54) PRODUCTION OF CINNAMIC ACID ESTERS 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To inexpensively obtain a high- 
purity cinnamic acid ester useful as a synthetic intermediate 
for an antioxidant for plastics, an uttravioiet light absoriber, a 
medicine, an agrochemica! and a perfume indusirialty readily 

m a high yield. ^ x' 

SOLUTION: A benzaldehyde is condensed with an acetic 
acid ester in the presence of a base, a reaction n>ixture is 
treated with an acid and a 3~alkoxy-3- phenylpropionic acid 
ester in the mixture is converted into a cinnamic ester of 
general formula III [XI to X2 are the same or different and 
each hydrogen, a halogen, a 1-8C alky!, alkoxy, haloaikyi, 
haloaikoxy, aikylthlo. aikyisuifinyi. alkyisulfonyl, aikylamino or 
a dl(1~5G aikyOamino group, nitro group, cyano group, 
phenyl group, phenoxy group or amino group and adjoining 
substituent groups of XI to X2 may form a 5~ to 6~ 
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